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includes an excellent review of the current state 
of play in the use of Duplex to diagnose renal 
artery stenosis. The book concludes with a short 
chapter on ultrasound contrast agents. All chap- 
ters are fully and comprehensively referenced 
and indexed and there is a useful Doppler 
glossary at the end. 
This is an excellent, well-written, readable and 
useful book which provides an up to date, 
detailed review of current aspects of colour 
duplex sonography in a single source. High 
quality colour Duplex ultrasound is now a 
standard facility in many departments, and this 
book is strongly recommended as a invaluable 
reference text for any general radiologist or 
sonographer with a serious interest in Duplex. It 
contains much, however, that is extraneous tothe 
specific needs and interests of the dedicated 
vascular surgeon or imager, who, if interested, 
would be better served with a specific vascular 
Duplex text such as Zweibel or Polak (Introduc- 
tion to Vascular Sonography. Zweibel W, Ed. W.B. 
Saunders, 1992, 3rd ed.; Peripheral Vascular 
Sonography. Polak J.F. Williams and Wilkins 
1992). 
K.-T. Khaw 
London, U.K. 
The Endothelium in Cardiovascular Disease 
T.F. Luscher, Ed. Springer, 1995. 197 pages, price 
DM 148. 
The explosive advance of science in cerebral and 
molecular biology has lead to new interest and 
re-examination f older approaches in the patho- 
biology of vascular diseases. I was looking 
forward to reviewing this book in view of recent 
suggestions that the endothelial cell might be a 
key player in mainstream cardiovascular diseases 
apart from haemolytic ureamic syndrome and 
possibly adult respiratory distress yndrome in 
which it has already been substantially 
implicated. 
The editor is a well respected senior figure in 
the field from Berne in Switzerland and he has 
assembled a mostly European authorship for this 
book which should be viewed as a collection of 
articles. It is indeed a mixed bag; some of these 
articles take the form of brief review and others 
present mostly primary data. There is a good deal 
of experimental studies in animal models and 
some physiological experiments mostly in nor- 
mal human volunteers. There are rather few 
studies in this book on a series of patients with 
established cardiovascular disease. 
The major disappointment provided by this 
book is its ambitious title and limited scope. Of 15 
chapters, 10 are limited to endothelin with two on 
calcium antagonists and two on nitric oxide. This 
is clearly a very limited view of the role of 
epithelium and perhaps the monograph would 
have been better entitled "an investigation i to 
endothelin'. 
Even for the vascular academic with an interest 
in the endothelial biology there are not too many 
pearls in this publication. Scherrer's review of the 
cardiovascular effects of insulin is certainly very 
worthwhile. However, I do regret hat many of 
the exciting developments of our knowledge of 
the endothelium in cardiovascular disease are not 
covered. The reader looking for clarification of 
the role of endothelial ctivation in claudication, 
established atherosclerotic disease, restenosis 
after intervention, the significance of circulating 
endothelial cell markers or evidence whether 
such correlations between endothelial markers 
and clinical disease are cause, effect, or a epiphe- 
nomenon, or other exciting development i  inter- 
actions between the endothelium, platelets and 
leukocytes should be advised to look elsewhere. 
EChan 
Sheffield, U.K. 
Lower Extremity Vascular Disease 
K. Ouriel, Ed. W.B. Saunders, 1995. 440 pages, 
price £99. 
It was a pleasure to review this multi-author 
book. As the Editor states in the preface "the goal 
of this text is to provide a relatively compact, 
readable and up-to-date source that provides 
comprehensive coverage of lower extremity vas- 
cular pathology". In 440 pages the authors give 
an up-date coverage of the current status of lower 
extremity vascular disease and they have 
achieved their goal. The text is well written with 
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